
GCSE Art: Workshops
Knowledge Organiser and Markbook
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Code This means that: Action required:

SP There is a spelling mistake in your work Write a sentence at the end pf your work that 
includes the correct spelling of the word

C You did not a capital letter when needed or 
you put one in the wrong place 

¢ŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ .Ŝ 
careful next time! 

P Punctuation has been missed out or used 
incorrectly in your writing 

Add in the correct punctuation 

Gr You have written a sentence with mistakes in 
your grammar

Re-read your incorrect sentence and make the 
necessary corrections 

W You have used an incorrect word or a better 
word could have been chosen 

Add the correct word/a better word to your 
sentence

// You should have started a new paragraph ¢ŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ! ƴŜǿ 
paragraph begins when you are changing 
topic, time, place or person



Key Words
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The Formal Elements

2



Assessment Objectives Feedback 
Teacher/Peer Feedback Student Response
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Assessment Objectives Feedback 
Teacher/Peer Feedback Student Response

C
h

a
lk

 P
a

st
e
l P

a
g

e
 

I will improve byé

P
ri
n

tm
a

ki
n

g
 P

a
g

e
 

P
e
n

 P
a

g
e
 

S
cu

lp
tu

re
 P

a
g

e
 

4



Assessment Objectives Feedback 
Teacher/Peer Feedback Student Response
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Pencil Techniques

Once layers are blended, use the 
fine edge of a rubber to create 
bright highlights

Then, use the fine a sharp 2 -4B 
pencil to add and define surface 
textures 
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To turn a 2 -dimensional shape into a 3 -dimensional 
form  we need to apply values. This means adding 

shading. 

We can do this by sketching lines or by blending shades of tone

Pencil Techniques

7



Pencil Techniques

Value Texture
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Colour Pencil Techniques
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Colour 
Pencil 

Techniques
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Watercolour Techniques
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Watercolour User Guide 
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Watercolour User Guide 

Always work in 
layers. Begin 

with the 
lightest colour, 
then use wet on 

wet to blend. 
Once this layer 
is dry, use wet 
on dry to add 
textures and 

values
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Chalk Pastel and Charcoal Techniques 

Loose 
hatching 
without 
blending

Blended 
charcoal 
with dark 

background

Blended 
charcoal 

with lighter 
background  
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Chalk Pastel Techniques

Chalk pastel step by step

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

Examples of rough, non - blended chalk pastel drawings 
using hatching, cross hatching and directional shading
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Oil Pastel Techniques
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Oil Pastel Techniques

1 2

3 4

5

Oil pastel step by step
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Acrylic Paint Techniques
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Acrylic Paint Techniques

Lemon Acrylic Painting Step 
By Step

Apple Acrylic Painting in 
the Impasto technique

Apple Acrylic Painting 
with Underpainting 

technique 
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Pen Techniques
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Pen Techniques

Shading Techniques: 

Å Cross Hatching

Å Hatching 

Å Scumbling

Building layers of light to 
dark values with scumbling 

or cross hatching  

Using pen to draw out 
expressive line Using white pen to 

define highlights
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Monoprint

Layered Stamp

Rubbing

Printmaking Techniques

Stamp

Oil Pastel Print
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Polyprint

Linocut

Printmaking Techniques

Linocut

Collagraph
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Composition: the arrangement of different elements in a piece of artwork.

As well as positioning, elements like shapes, lines and colours can have an 

impact on composition.

Some artists aim to create a balanced composition in their artwork whilst 

others may choose to bring things to the viewers attention by creating 

imbalance.

Composition 
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Composition 

Focal Point
The focal point is the area of the artwork 
which your eye is drawn to. The artist might 
use placement to draw your eye to an object 
(i.e. where the object is on the page), or 
they might use colour or value to draw your 
eye in.

Balance / Imbalance
Sometimes the elements of an artwork lend to a sense of calm. This is 
usually because the artist has intentionally balanced colours, shapes and 
values. In other artwork the artist deliberately makes us feel uneasy by 
throwing us off balance, by creating a sense of chaosé

Rule of Thirds
Sometimes artists divide rectangles into a 
grid of 9 ð 3 rows and 3 columns.
When working with landscape for example, 
artists might choose to place the horizon 
along one of the grid lines.

Golden Ratio
The Golden Ratio is a spiral and it can be found in nature and art.
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AQA Assessment Objectives
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AQA Assessment Objectives Explained 

Workshop Sketchbook Pages Checklist 

VTitles/headings

VArtwork (Experiments) 

VTest Strips 

VAnnotations for ALL practical work 

The Assessment Objectives are what is used to 
mark your work. There are 4 in total
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Annotations

Material: Name of the material used and brief description of what you 

produced (a watercolour painting of acorns and leaves) 

Technique: painting, drawing, sculpture, collage? 

Process: what did you do first? Second? Third? 

Did you have to prepare the materials (wet the watercolours first for 

example) 

Qualities/properties of the material

Does it require water/solvent/mixing/blending/building does it dry 

fast/slow/smell

is it textured/smooth/bright/dull/vivid/dark

WWW: 3 points, for example -  

ÅIn this piece Ié

ÅI manipulated the materials well byé

ÅMy final outcome is successful becauseé

EBI: 3 points, for example ð 

ÅTo improve I need to make sure that Ié

ÅI found this difficult becauseé

ÅNext time I will remember toé
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