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UCAS Keynote



January Equal Consideration Deadline Stats
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594,940 total 
applicants (-0.3%) 

316,850 18 year 
old applicants 

(+0.7%)

65,450 21 year 
old+ applicants 
decline (-5.2%)

115,730 
International 

applicants (+0.7%)

479, 210 total UK 
applicants (-0.5%) 

Second highest number of UK 18 year old applicants on record apply



Subject applications – Stem in demand

BOTTOM 5 TOP 5

Computing
+7%

Mathematical 
sciences
+7%

Engineering 
and 
technology
+10%

Education and 
teaching
-6%

Psychology
-6%

Medicine and 
dentistry
-6%

Social sciences
-4%

Combined and 
general studies
-3%

Physical sciences
+6%

Law
+4%

3

Top 5 and bottom 5 percentage changes in applications by CAH1 subject grouping
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1. Transform 
your 

understanding 
of students 
through new 

questions, data 
and insight

2. Bring the 
hardest to 

reach students 
to you, earlier

5. Remove 
barriers 

and inspire 
students

4. Help bring 
schools, 
colleges 

and universitie
s closer togeth

er

Students with 
parenting 

responsibilities

Care- 
experienced 

students

Estranged 
students

Refugees and 

asylum       seekers

Students from UK 
Armed Forces families

Armed Forces 
veterans and 
Service leavers

Carers

Disabled 
students/

mental health 
condition

FSM 
students

Questions in the application to identify:

16,010
22,600

60,410

103,470

6,560

21,690

1,030

3,380 Refugee/HP
440 Asylum

3,480 LLR

11,295
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Read all our 
reports here:

www.ucas.com/
about-us/news-

and-
insights/ucas-

reports  

http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports
http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports
http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports
http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports
http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports
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Discovery phase updates



Student-facing 
information and advice

www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-
university/undergraduate-individual-needs

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/ucas-undergraduate-care-experienced-students
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs/ticking-box-how-we-use-information-about-care-experience-kingston-university
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs/students-care-experience-three-reasons-tick-box
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs/should-i-mention-my-care-experience-my-personal-statement


www.ucas.com/discover/support-cost-living 

Student-facing 
information and advice

www.ucas.com/money 

www.ucas.com/apprenticeships 

www.ucas.com/undergraduate/student-life/mental-health-and-wellbeing 

http://www.ucas.com/discover/support-cost-living
http://www.ucas.com/money
http://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships
http://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/student-life/mental-health-and-wellbeing
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Key Dates – 2025 entry

UCAS search displays 
courses

30 April 2024

Adviser Portal opens for 
Registered Centres.

7 May 

UCAS application opens 
for 2025 entry

14 May 

First day we can receive a 
completed application

3 September

Deadline for courses in 
medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, 
dentistry, and courses at 
Oxford or Cambridge

15 October 2024*

UCAS equal consideration 
date

29 January 2025*

UCAS Extra opens

26 February

Last date to send an 
application

30 June

* 18.00 UK time 

5 July

Clearing 

opens
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Personalised tools to help
UCAS Quiz

Find job and career 
ideas matched to a  
personality. 

Plus a list of 
courses previous 
students studied, in 
order to get there.

 

What to study next?

Broadening 
horizons by 
exploring another 
subject area, that 
students who did a 
similar 
qualification, went 
on to study. 
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UCAS Events
Giving the opportunities 
for students to talk to 
subject and admissions 
experts, discover 
apprenticeships, find 
advice on applying, and 
more!
Discovering a world of 
opportunities with open 
days and exhibitions.

Hub Lives and Events

UCAS Hub lives 

Live sessions hosted by 
expert panels.

A Q&A on various 
subjects, to help students 
make an informed 
decision.

https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/events
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live
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Uni Buddy
A peer-to-peer chat facility hosted 
on ucas.com

A reliable source of information 
for prospective students to 
support decision making

An opportunity to connect with 
current students, ask questions 
and learn about their experiences

Over 4,900 active ambassadors to 
gain insight from, with unlimited 
chats available
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Springpod
Who?
Partnering with HE providers and employers, 
they have a mission to help young people 
secure their dream career or course through 
work experience to course taster 
experiences. 

How?
Springpod’s growing experience library of 
Subject Spotlights is being integrated into 
the UCAS website.

Where?
Students will be able to explore, interact and 
sample university subjects, course and work 
experience online through the UCAS Hub.
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Student access to entry data
• From May 2024, entry grades data will be 

available on course details pages within 
our search tool. 

• It shares course-level information about 
student grades upon entry into higher 
education.

• Students have told us that this information 
would help them make informed decisions 
about their future.

• Opening for 2025 entry, students will see 
the grade profiles of students accepted 
onto courses, alongside offer rates.



UCAS 
Apprenticeships 

STUDENT 
PATHWAYS SIDE 
BY SIDE
For the first time students 
can now see 
apprenticeship 
opportunities alongside 
undergraduate courses.

The UCAS Hub enables 
them to explore all their 
options and build a profile 
in one place.
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Apprenticeships support
• Support and guidance for students 

through our own apprenticeships page: 
ucas.com/apprenticeships

Including:

• What is an apprenticeship? - Find out 
key info about apprenticeships.

• Industry Guides – A chance to explore 
a variety of industries, to find the right 
fit.

• Degree Apprenticeships – Support on 
what they are, how they work and 
what’s available?

• UCAS Career Finder – Search and find 
apprenticeship vacancies through 
UCAS.

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships


Resources for advisers: toolkits
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www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-individual-needs 

http://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-individual-needs


Sign up for the UCAS Professional Development Platform here

Sign up for the UCAS 
Professional Development 

Platform here

5. Remove barriers 
and inspire students

Resources for 
advisers: 
Professional 
Development 
Platform

http://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-individual-needs
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://pdp.ucas.com/


Bringing UCAS Hub to the classroom

To help you we’ve developed: 

▪ lesson plans 

▪ accompanying PowerPoints 

These can be combined with other resources, 

such as student packs and Hub live sessions. 

ucas.com/hub-adviser
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/2023-cycle-toolkit#ucas-hub-lesson-plans:~:text=for%20young%20people.-,UCAS%20Hub%20lesson%20plans,-Covering%20everything%20from
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/2023-cycle-toolkit#ucas-hub-lesson-plans:~:text=(2.5%20MB)-,UCAS%20Hub%20student%20packs,-These%20short%20self
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/hub-live-sessions
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/your-guide-ucas-hub
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OUTREACH CONNECTION SERVICE
ENABLING UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES AND CHARITIES TO SHOWCASE THEIR OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNDERREPRESENTED AND DISADVANTAGED STUDENT GROUPS TO UK 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

Outreach Connection Service
Add, edit publish,close Fair Access opportunities

Opportunity Page
Detailed information on the opportunity 
and booking information

UCAS Provider Hub (Outreach Provider permissions)

Opportunity Page
Detailed information on the opportunity 
and booking information

Outreach Connection Service
Searchable and filterable listings of the opportunities

UCAS Adviser Hub UCAS Student Hub

Reporting
Data and evaluation capabilities

Extra activities listings



References – themes and next steps 
Continue to gather feedback from advisers and providers in 2024 entry cycle

No technical changes for 2025 entry

Enhanced adviser guidance

Decoupled IAG for independent referees

Best practice guidance for providers
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Key updates to information and guidance 
• The maximum 4,000 characters includes spaces, section headings, and line breaks, all of 

which take up at least one character. This means that your entered text will need to be under 

3,800 characters

• Extenuating circumstances (section 2) – we have provided further guidance as to what 

should be included, including sharing complex or sensitive circumstances directly with 

universities or colleges 

• Other supportive information (section 3) – short, concise, and factual sentences to 

demonstrate suitability for the course(s) applied for and add relevant context to the 

application. 

Please read guidance on ucas.com/advisers/references.

https://www.ucas.com/advisers


Personal Statement
• Divided into three sections.

• Motivation for course
• Preparedness for course
• Preparation through other 

experiences​

• All sections will be mandatory.

• 4000 characters total, split flexibly 
across the three sections.

• Adviser pack out in June 2024.



Title Date 

What you need to know to support students making applications 
for 2025 entry.

Watch now

Preparation for the 2025 cycle and what tools are available on the 
Adviser Portal.

Watch now

How to prepare for Confirmation and Clearing 2024 and the plan 
for results day.

Watch now

Expert voices: Personal statements Watch now

Adviser Live: June UK update: advice on references 5 June Book now

Security marking: PUBLIC 10 June 2024

https://players.brightcove.net/4824244714001/default_default/index.html?videoId=6348979110112
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives#:~:text=Adviser%20Live%3A%20April,Play%20back
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives#:~:text=Adviser%20Live%3A%20May%20UK,Play%20back
https://players.brightcove.net/4824244714001/default_default/index.html?videoId=6353008556112
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives


www.ucas.com/advisers

2024 Cycle Toolkit 2025 Cycle Toolkit 

http://www.ucas.com/advisers


Information and guidance for advisers
Monthly newsletters
Advisers can stay up-to-date with all the latest news and guidance by signing up at ucas.com/adviser-updates.

Adviser Live sessions 
Our regular live studio sessions feature expert speakers from different sectors exploring all student 
pathways. Take a look at our upcoming events on ucas.com/adviser-lives.

Training and conferences
We host dedicated events, conferences, and professional development sessions for teachers and advisers right 
across the year – everything needed to help advisers help their students: ucas.com/advisers/training.

ucas.com/advisers
There is a dedicated area for advisers on ucas.com. Here you’ll find all our latest news, events, and a variety of 
guides and resources to help plan career guidance sessions and provide support throughout the whole application 
cycle: ucas.com/advisers.

https://www.ucas.com/content/sign-updates-advisers
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/adviser-lives
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/digital-training-support-you
https://www.ucas.com/advisers


We Are Here
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UCAS’ Adviser Help Team
0345 123 8001
adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk

Digital Learning Team 
training@ucas.ac.uk 

Professional Development Platform 
https://pdp.ucas.com

mailto:adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk
mailto:training@ucas.ac.uk
https://pdp.ucas.com/


Thank you

Contact us: access@ucas.ac.uk 

mailto:access@ucas.ac.uk
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